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e propoſe the Amendment of ſome partieulars in the preſent Eſtabliſj -x 
| e ment, in order to the making it motfe perfect, is what cannot well be L 
s | 1 5 | 1 of. But to propoſe a ſcheme, which cannot. be admitted» 1 8 9 
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ReverenD BRETHREN, 


NOK H E late attack on our becdelziel c- 
bliſhment deſerves our moſt ſerious atten- 

& tion: not for the ſake of cenſuring our 
ö 1 8 Adverſaries, much leſs of inſulting them 
LEM ce . 11 on their diſappointment; but that we may 
ſatisfy ourſelves, by a fair and impartial inquiry, whether 
truth and reaſon be with us, or againſt us, when we de- 


mand Subſcription to Articles of Religion, | 
Let not this inquiry be confounded with another, "of a 


au ite different nature. Ie is one thing to reform, | it is ano- 
B FT ther 


ther thing to. aboliſb, a National Church. Neither the: 


truth, nor the importance, of the Articles of the Church. 


of England is any way concerned in the preſent debate. 
The complaint made is general; tlie relief expected is not 


the Improvement of our preſent articles, but the Removal 


of all. — Nothing leſs will be accepted by the Petitioners, 


than an admiſſion into the miniſtry and the preferments of 


the Church, without Subſcription to any human formulary 


whatſoeger, | 
h ge Þ petition, 


oY ut abate off 
will readily 0. with me, that the e between us 
amounts only to this, 
WIE TH ER it be fit for ee to adds ind re- 
ward equally the Miniſters of a!/ religions; or to N 
one religion only, and tolerate the reſt x. | 
Let us examine : the reaſons- oh both ſides. 
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expreſſes himſelf thus; 2 pt 
am not amel to bun It as my Nba that, together wiel EY 
de moſt pet ft 'EAAII/Dindht" that can be! Framed By man, there ought al- 


| — ways do be a Toicramob and protochion fon ſuch weak and honeſt Chriſtie | 


dans, as are good and peareable ſubjefs 0 the Civil Conftitution,” 3 
No wonder theſe two-th are Joined tagether by. that great writer. 
An Eſtabliſhment without ee is , a Toleration without an 
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La If then 3 ea without diſtioions 
every form of ee ere theſe three un ee | 


06 be unavoidable. GE f l e gonads ditt ei 
1. He muſt ſupport n aid e 

4 £ SICK 35 5 T8 

2. He muſt ſupport bursful TIS mavorgat; L 


35. He maſt ſupport lch religions as are 
verfroe. of his, own authority, . 6 ears Horan 


1. And what, you; will "uy is tld harm of ſupporting - 
pofite religions I anſwer, in one word, unis erſal Irre- 
ligion.— The opinions of the People are, and and be, 


founded more on Authority than Rraſon. Fheir Parents, 
their Teachers, their Governors, in a great meaſure de- 


termine for them, what they are to believe, and what to 
practiſe. The ſame doctrines uniformly taught, the ſame 
rites conſtantly performed, make ſuch an impreſſion on 
their minds, that they heſitate as little in admitting the ar- 


ticles of their Faith, as in receiving the moſt eſtabliſhed 
maxims of Common Life: and, whilſt. they want the 


advantages of reflexion and ſtudy, they are at the ſame 


time free from the ce and the miſchief of diſpute 


and doubt. I 112 » + : o . : * * 44 15 A! gibt 


I would not be thought to refit an Implicit faith to a 
rational determination. I only deny the uſe of reaſon to 


the bulk of mankind, on religious ſubjects, becauſe they 


cannot uſe it: becauſe many of them want capacity, moſt 
7 | B 29% 


| r 
pf · them opportunity, to think and judge for themſelves. 
They mat be content, in all ordinary caſes, with that re- 
ligion which chance has thrown in their way; becauſe 
they can do no better. But let thoſe, who can, inquire * 


and let thoſe, who are capable of inſtruckion, receive it. 
Every improvement in knowledge, eſpecially in religious 


knowledge, conduces to the increaſe of human happineſs. 


Nor will this conceſſion in any degree interfere with the: 
coneluſion, which I with to eſtabliſh: viz. That the ſup- 
port of: oppoſite religions tends to. the deſtruction of all re- 
ligion. Among men of learning and reflexion, a mutual 
communication of. ſentiments, and even an accurate diſ- 
cuſſion. of conteſted. points, may be uſeful · and neceſſary. 
Let the Preſs be open. for ſuch uſes: and let it-be- open, 
as far as will conſiſtꝰ with the publick ſafety, even to thoſe 
who abuſe. it for, in ſuch-caſes, the uſe and abuſe eannot 
well be ſeparated. But let not thę Pulpie be made a ſtage 
of controverſy: let: not good men, who come together to 
receive. religious - inſtruction, be perplexed and diſquieted 
with the doubts and cavils and. endleſs contradictions, | 
religious diſputants: and, ahove all, let them not be- ex- 
aſperated againſt each other, as may well be expected in 
ſuch diſputes, by that moſt. malignant. l human 
paſſions, Zeal. without Knowledge. 

Nothing is clearer, than that the unform appearance. of 5 
religion is the cauſe of it's general and eaſy reception. Des 

ſtroy : 


them think for Themſelves? Would you have them hear 
and decide the controverſies of the learned? Would you 


to compute an Eelipſe, or to decide between the Carteſian: 


7 


ſtroy this uniformity, and you cannot but nid a 
and perplexity into the minds of the people. When they: 


hear, in the ſame Town, perhaps i in the ſame Church, the 


moſt irreconcileable contradiction of doctrine: when they 


are told; ſuppoſe, . in: the Morning, That Chriſt came: 
down- from Heaven, That he died for the ſins of the. 
world, That he has ſent his Holy Spirit to affiſt and com- 
fort us; and are told in the Afternoon, That he did not 
come down. from Heaven, That he did not die for the fins 
of the world, That he did nat ſend his Holy Spirit to aſſiſt 
us: what muſt they, what can they think? Would you have 


Have them enter into the depths of Critioiſm, oi, Logic, 
of Scholaſtic Divinity? You might as well expect them 


and "Newtonian Philoſophy. Nay 'I'W{lt'go farther: for: 
T take upon me to fay, there are more men capable, in 
ſome competent degree, of underſtanding - Newton's Phi- 
loſophy, than of forming any judgment at all RR "Bp 
the abſtfuſer queſtions in Metaphyſics and Theology...” 


If it ſhould be thought that I am. here offering a defence 
of Popery, it would only be too candid an interpretation... | 


I mean to defend not Popery only, but: Paganiſm itſelf. 


Lmean to defend every eſtabliſfied religion under heaven. 


: The ent n cannot be worſe then downright 


* 1 „ an 


1 8. 


Atheiſm. Reſtraints, though miſopplied, are fill reftraints3, | 
and it is better to act wrong on a principle of conſcience, 
than to have ns conſcience. at all.—In general, we may 
ſafely aſſert, That religion, even falſe religion, is the 
great bond of human ſociety: That every civilized na- 
tion, in every age, has ſeen and felt the benefit of it, un- 
der all the miſtakes and corruptions which have overſpread 
the world: and that contradictory religions, equally favour- 
ed by the magiſtrate (if it were poſſible for fo abſurd a 
conſtitution to remain for any conſider time in any | 
country) mnſt of neceſſity deſtroy all Ae 93 
and end in the ruin of the State itſelf *. | | 


1 muſt however do our Adverſaries the 3 to 1 
that I do not believe them to have acted with any ſuch 
intention. Many of them, we may ſuppeſe, did not ſee, 
ſo far; They, who did, ſaw farther: they law and knew, 

that, after a ſhort conflict of parties, ſome one of them 
would remain ſuperior to the reſt ;- and they hoped per- 
haps that their own. am would have hip DEE | 


4 Let it not ”_ Sn that the Rs hers 3 Sake pre- 
clude all Change of religion, even under the ordinary courſe of Gad's 
Providence; and ftill leſs in the caſe of ſupernatural Interpoſition. - 'Cor- 
ruptions may become ſo great, and be ſo ſenſibly felt, as to give juſt "cauſe 
far overturning an old Eftabliſhment, and erecting a new one on It's ruins, 
But the preſent queſtion i is, Are we to have any Eftabliſhment or none Al | 
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rot not a Nato of Pore dg Fry a e - — 
2. Thus far we might have gone in ſuꝑport of an eſta- 


bliſhed religion, even if it could be ſuppoſed that every 
form of religion was equally advantageous to the State. 
But ſurely this is not the caſe. I have ſaid, and I repeat 
it, that the wwor/? is better than none. But I have not faid,. 
that, the choice of religion is a matter of indifference. It 
has indeed been maintained by ſome of our ableſt writers *, 


that the Magiſtrate has no concern in the Truth or Falſe | 


| hood of the doctrines he eſtabliſhes: but undoubtedly he: 
is concerned to eſtabliſh ſuch doctrines, as will beſt pro- 
mote the peace and ſafety and happineſs of his Subjects. 


Now there are religions, in which the benefit promiſed 
to ſociety is almoſt equally balanced by» the miſchief. 


There are religions, which demand human ſacrifices, as. 


an atonement for guilt. There are, which allow. and: 
authorize the moſt infamous proſtitution. There are, 
| which, by making ſenſual pleaſures the reward of piety. 
and virtue, debaſe and corrupt the minds of men in the 


very attempt to reform them. 


| ads he Whethdri che cathiflermmos Such e 


ought, to be employed and rewarded by a wile magiſtrate: 
whether Jupiter and Mahomet ought to: have publio 
honquig afhgned them (even in a Chriſtian e—— on a: 


Aa * Locke and Warburton, 524 s 


il 


* 


1 10 1] 
principle of common equity, and out of a tender ee : 
40 the right of private judgment. | 


There is not, I ſuppoſe, one fingle petitioner, Wo: will 
carry his claim to ſuch a length of extravagance as this. 
Vet whoever among them ſtops hort of this, fairly gives 
up the point in debate. If Pagans and Mahometans are 
to be kept out of the public miniſtry, the queſtion be- 
| tween us is quite changed. We are uo longer to. inquire, 
Whether honeſt men may be excluded from preferment 
on account of their opinions; but, What opinions hall 
vs ſufficient to exclude them. 
Iwill not however take advantage of this incouliftency : | 
1 will ſuppoſe that our Adverſaries, without departing 
from their principles, can juſtify themſelves in confining 
Eccleſiaſtical Preferments to the Church of Chriſt. Still 
the argument alleged remains in it's full force, For what 
was once ſaid of Philoſophy may, with too much truth, 
be applied to Chriſtianity. It is ſcarce poſſible to name, 
or to invent an opinion more abſurd in itſelf, or more 
hurtful to ſociety, or more fatal to the cauſe of piety and 
virtue, than many of thoſe which have actually been 
| . by men, who called themſelves Chriſtians. 
Jo ſay nothing of the follies of paſt ages, there are 
Chriſtians, at this day, who think to merit Heaven, by 
ſecluding themſelves from all the offices of Civil Life, 
and burthening the world with. a painful and uſeleſs ex- 
aſtence.; 3 


1 1 
iſtence; g uſeleſs even to the great purpoſe of Nature, the 
perpetuity of the human ſpecies: : who eagerly ſubſtitute all 
the fooleries of ſuperſtition, in the place of real and ſubſtan- 
tial piety : and what is worſt of all, who hold it lawful 
to propagate their own opinions by rap, by perfidy, by aſ- 
ſaſünation; ; and think they ſhall even attone for ſmaller 
crimes by the moſt * acts of lenses wu 7 


ſecution. e 
We are told indeed 4 55 our r Abe thit —_ have 
no thoughts at all of gi ving an entrance to Popery: and I 
believe they ſpeak ſincerely. But the queſtion is, Do they 
ſpeak cohſſientiy? They can have no better reaſon for ex- 
cluding the Jeſuits themſelves from the higheſt offices in 
the Church, than a juſt apprehenſion, that the principles 
and practices of the Jeſuits would be injurious to ſociety, 

| And are. there 1 no doctrines to be found, eren in Chriftian 


oF 5 5.8 DB 7 


Popery? It would be ſtrange Added, if che Romiſh | 


Church ſhould have contrived to monopolize all manner of 
| opinions that can juſtly give offence to the Magiſtrate, and 
to confine miſchief of every kind within the cirele of its 
own comtmnunion!” It ſhould m, on the contrary, 
they who deny the Neceſſity of good works are at leaſt . 
as dangerous as they who maintain the Merit of them. 
t ſhould ſeem that They, if ſuch there be; ſhould, at all 
events, be excluded . who have contrived 
: W N "7: Was -- | to 
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Nenth Britain, or be ce 


wal and carrectiam: theſe eee wi 
becpughr 19 confet 


tg ek the r it their "Lofts and Paſfons 4 
| part of their Religion. . | ns xe! i e 


Vo ſee then, we are under a e y of emp | 
not only Pagans and Mabometans, but alſo Catholics * Ok | 

anlx Catholics, .. but Anti mans... and, 36 they are not kra⸗ 
duced, Moravians alſo. I wilt not "fax, nor do I need. to 


ſay, that Pelagians and Sociniatis may be excluded 6 on the | 


ſame principle. It is ſufficient for my purpoſe, that 1 


haye ſhewn the neceſſity of making a diſtinction between 


one religion. and anather; that I have ſhewn. che abſurdit . 
(our, enemies themſelves, being judges) of eas © equa 

| nt to every ſect, that bears the name of Chri | 
tian. Whether we ſhould. admit the Racovian Catechiſm 
om the one hand, or the Confeſſion of Augoburg o om the orher; ; 
whether we ſhould profix by the ea. 


a4 


2 pt our. brethren in 4 | 
th the Ni Arti- 
cles of the Church of England; and lattly, whethe r thels 
articles ſhquld be preſerved. mire, or made 05 to 7 rs 
ich it wilt | 
time enough, to confider,, when. ur; 4 MY aries. ; half * 
— = yo form oy ee of; 8 15 1 
utely n 7 6, rt. n and the wel- 
— . ber _—_— religion, and the wel- 
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4. It is nab Gnbyi; thas dostrines called religions: ares i UA 
b inſtances; deſtructivs of Prituie Hint: many of 


thom tend A "<4 
v7.4 | For. 


or the ks of 3 a ally coker to. 97 ö 
biſtary of almoſt twelve 145 8555 pripeiples and 
12 the,praflices . of the. Church. 3 Rome wo 4 Förnich ag an 

2p. e field of. diſcourſe, Bu wifl.copfi 5 yet with- 

in a narrow, compaſs. Eyen a med Alison, through 
the folly of ſome, and the koavery of AE, has, t. 
often proved fatal to the power of the State. Will.our Ad 
ries require, me to. deſcend to articulars? Ts it 
| ble they ould 7 | orant 1 ny Pacrous | ſeas of | 
Proteſtants, ' which HR SO for 4 the the gtoridus 9 
work of Reformation? "What think they of the Aba- 
bapt 5 9 Fe Jermapy 7: of their lte, TE crimes, their 
Age ltges 55 'Or, ne not to trouble. them Witk foreigt n N 
. $5, What t dl they, l thi nk of thoſe ſwarms of Seftaries, 

ones overipread © this unhappy. Kings om; "and 5 ap- 
Pear even now to have ſome remains 5 life and mo- 
"tion r Habe they, forgot t the men, Who dared to " affert, : 


"Tha 0 chultttn has a prop y in his gods? H ve the 
to forgot the" men, 1 8 tavifoloch, of oaths, ern : 
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8 * The dr i tas no eos; in \this palmge, of cenfüring any ſoct bf 
-Diflenters,' whoſe" principles! are cogſiſtent with the duties (gf Citizetis, 
And Subjects. He freely duns, he can diſvetn no had ef reaſon ſor 
refubog i tb ſuek perſons (however gifgnalißgd forthe. public miniſtry) a 
Hull and legal fecurity f for We, exerciſe of thei 1 xelig ligion: though at the ſame 
time he cannot but add, in the words of ihop Hoadly, that a more ex- 
"tended Uniformity might jaltty 'be eee! an eee, to a Chiiftian N- 
ions 341 44814 ing; Orts 0 $344 en Deu Toes 245 925 
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1 3401 . 
for the moſt eſſential intereſts of ſociety ? Shalt the Ma- 
giſtrate reward the profeſſors of a religion, which forbids 
us to fight, and to die, for our country? Or ſhalt he truſt 
thoſe perſons with any important. employment, who, after 
a free and full uſe of the right of private judgment, are 

come at laſt to this 2 £ that there i is 20 nooks but 


King Jau? 


i * 1 * 


the ruin of the Engliſh Church! 1 EE 175 totally incon- 
ſiſtent with the public ſecurity, that even our Sectaries them - 
ſelves were made to feel the neceſſi ity of bridling one ano-— 
ther —And give me leave to add, for the occaſion natu- 

| rally ſuggeſts it, That religious Wars, as well as civil 7550 
frequently end in the deſtruction of chat liberty, who 
they were deſigned to enlarge. 


I have touched very lightly upon this part of my i. 
Jen, I meant to do no more. But I muſt not omit to 
take notice of one general | Principle, which has too often 
inſimuated itſelf into the minds of Proteſtants as well as 
Papiſts; and which is abſolutely” deſtructive of the peace 
of. ſociety, | The principle I mean. is that of the Inde- 
» pendence of the Church upon the State. Every one 
knows the prevalence of this tenet in the Chureh of a 
| Rome: : the wars, the murders, the miſeries it has produ- 
. ced, for a ſucceſſion of ages. If then there be Proteſtants 
(under whatever * who maintain the ſame 


: 


14 4 | Sor 28 doctrine; 


4 


| doArin 6; it digdby dectervs the Magiſtrate to be upon: his 
guard- againſt them, and to uſe all poſibia means of ex- 
eluding them from _ office of truſt, Os: in 


ann or State. 164 {3234114 i OAH ES bk: 
I mean not de to dans prociely, a 
other inſtance, the particular opinions which ought to ex- 
clude men from the miniſtry! I only ſay, that a forms 


of religion are not to be favoured equally'by the Civil Ma- 
giſtrate.. To what forms the preference is due, He only 
is the propef judge. He is equally' a judge of the Evi- 
dence, eme the opinions of men are to be known. 
But as, ii many caſes, theſe opinions: may not be imme · 
dlately diſeoverable from Alian] it ſeems) to: follow 
that they bught to. be openly: declared in. ſome publick 
and authoriſed form of Words, The Subſcription of 
Men's Names is, weine be, the teſt na Docs 
4rines,*, $4613 WAG er N Nis Wo 4 2 1 Los ä | 
MA ddd. Too 2mm baus rann 90 2 1. A2 iT He- 7871 vr 1 1 
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It is 2 debe en bene ee eee of a 
e claſs; that Artieles of Faith ought. not to be inpeſad, or (as they 5 
ſometimes expreſs it) ought not to be bound: Ap imen's-conſciences// by hu» 
man authority. o what purpoſe is. this fo:often repeated by them; in a 
nation which (in their ſenſe of the word) impoſes no articles at. all? In 
this kingdom, zeatt hu nor State claims any duthority:over: Confci- 
enee. Ehe State obliges no man either to Balieue aur articles, or to profes - 
his belief of them; only they who diſſent are thought, unqualified, for the 
publick ſervice: and ine for the nnn the,ary 
Wed N | 8 | ricles, 
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believed, for neceſſity of Canto, Art. 20. But ſome — x fro 
1. ak Kinguiſh between Terms of Salvation, and Terms of Admi ſſion to the 
Miniſtry. The following paſſage, from Clarke's Reply to Nelſon, p. 32. 
ill perhaps give them a j uſſer idea of thi natude and end of Subſcription, 
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the beſom of 45 Church of England At is ; forelyn 
.to 'the Purpoſe, 'when we are ſpeaking of -eſtabliſhments in 
general, to ſuggeſt that our preſent articles impoſe upon us 
the doctrines of dark and ignorant ages.” | Otherwiſe indeed 
zone might be tempted to aſk the ohjectors, of eubat ages 
they ſpeak." I hope they do not ſpeak of the times of the 


Reformation. The age of Ridley, and Ferwell, and Hooker, 


will be reverenced by the lateſt poſterity. But, in truth, 


this complaint of our Adverſaries has no relation at all to 
the preſent ſubject. For there is no kind of neceſſity that 
he inventions of dark and ignorant ages ſhould be peeu- 
Aiarly acceptable to the Civil Magiſirate; in whoſe power 
it is to appoint, to en to ferm whate vet; and hen: 
Wer "he fees fit; * NEE ee M5 .. 12 10111 Sh V 
One thing, it muſt be owned, hay ſay with too PPAR 
truth ; viz. chat Subfeription expoſes us to the "Charge 
of Iyfncerity': and they themfelves have taken ire at t 


Heighten this charge beyond all bounds : : ſometimes b by | 


complimenting Ane on their ſuppoſed inctedvlity, Toi 


times by eonfeſſing It in themſelves; by confeſſinę ih 


n 


effect, that they fübſeribe for prudential 3 agi 


| the dictates of their conſcience.— The miſchief is is "confi: 3 


derable, no doubt: but it is, in a great dep gree, 1 inavoitt. 
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Able. The objection may be made with PET force a agil 
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Almoſt the ſame anſwer may be given to another ob. 
jection, drawn from the Inbumanity of excluding men 
from the miniſtry, who have ſpent their time and their 
fortune in preparing for it; and cannot now enter with 
advantage into any other profeſſion he caſe alleged i is 
truly a caſe of compaſſion: but it is a caſe, which admits 
of no remedy . Would the objectors themſelves pay any 
regard to this phony if urged in favour of a profeſſed Ro- 
man Catholic? 1 am certain, they would not. Accidental 
inconveniences will ever ariſe from all general rules; yet 
rules my? be made, and muſt be obſerved: and the ad- 
vantage of particulars muſt ever give Was when i it ſtands 

in competition with the public ſafety. | 
3. It is true indeed, the inconveniences e alleged both 
might be, and ought to be, avoided, if there were any 


force in the laſt objection I mentioned, viz. that Subſcrip- 
_ is unntbeſary. The nen of the State, we are 


The gender will 3 that | it is not any particular eſtabliſhment, 
which i is here defended, but eſtabliſhments in general. Doubtleſs the in- 
conveniences of Subfcription ought not to be aggravated, by multiplying 
Articles without neceſſity. But then great regard muſt be had to the cir- 

cumſtances of the tines: and great regard was had by the compilers of our 
preſent articles. In general, it cannot reaſonably be denied, That the 
<< wider the bottom is made (conſiſtent with the Peace of Society, and the 
e Being of a Chriſtian Church, ) the wiſer and jafter is that religious infli- 
60 * tation" — But this inquiry is foreign to our ee 5 
| — Warburton, | | 
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told, is already provided for by the Oaths of Supremacy and 


Allegiance : and the ſecurity of th& Church by Dealaru- 
tions of attachment to the. . AX Chr; ien ee 45 en 
in the Scriptures. 11 101 

But, if it be . aha: Dk at; WEI! 9: kind, 
are lawful and neceſſary, the difficulty is ſhifted only, 
not removed. For theſe too may expoſe us to the Charge 
of Inſt ncerity 3 ;| theſe too may be the occaſion of great hard- 


ſhips to worthy and conſcientious men. Many of us may; 


remember the time; when even the oath of Allegiance. 


Was conſidered as an arbitrary impoſition; and when as 


much artifice was uſed to explain it away, as our Adver- 


ſaries may have found it neceſſary to en on aaf 


intractable of the xxxix Articles. 
Perhaps indeed it may be ſaid, chat political, not  religi- 


ous,” Teſts, are fit to be employed in the ſervice of the 
State: that the miſchiefs ariſing æven from thoſe are 


greatly to be lamented, though they cannot be removed: 


and that we are by no means to create freſſi difficulties, 


and new occaſions of ſcandal, by requiring. men to admit” 
a ſyſtem of ſpeculative opinions, with which the Ma- 
Lad gr no nme a | MAW. not to mention the 

ERS: en extreme 


* It ne to 3 hho ahe 3 deſign, 55 ** Pericipners to ſhake 


off Subſcription of every kind: the aſſent required to the Liturgy being, 


liable to many of the ſame objeRions, with that to the Articles. But per- 


kaps they thought it improper, on better conſideration," to attempt too 
much 


Lain 
extreme difficulty of diſtinguiſhing, in a variety of caſes, 
between political principles and religious; not to mention, 
that the oath of Supremacy is itſelf a religious Teſt; I 
would only aſk theſe few plain queſtions: will the oaths 
Supremacy and Allegiance, without any other provi- 
on, ſecure the uniformity of the public religion? will 
they reſtrain the Teachers of hurtful doctrines? will they 
even be ſufficient to exclude from our Churches the men 
who would ſet up an Eccleſiaſtical Kingdom in the midſt 


much at one time. Otherwiſe indeed they ought to have gone till farther : 
they ought not only to have condemned Subſcription to the Liturgy, but 
the Liturgy itſelf. Nay they ought to have rejected all human forms with- 
out diſtinction ; unleſs at leaſt the uſe of theſe forms were left to the aiſ- 
cretion of every ſingle miniſter. For might they not urge, that the very. | 
IMPOSITION of a F ORMULARY, whether of Faith or Warſhip, 

drawn up by fallible men, is an Uſurpation on the rights of Conſcience— 
excludes many excellent perſons from the public Service—lays many others 


under temptations to Inſincerity and brings Diſgrace and Scandal upon 85 


All ?—It follows, that the Miniſters of a Protęſtant Church are either to be 
left intirely at liberty, or confined at moſt to the vey Words of Seriptarey i | 
which all Chriſtians are agreed! oth 4 | 0, 
But what then ſhall we gain by the 3 attention of th Candid 
| Diſquif Ftors, and other reſpectable Perſons 3 who have been labouring to 
correct our Public N inſtead of Te out, at one „ pg every Or- 


dinance of Man? RD 4 5 2271234 
Whatever merit our A may . to ee on ue Bla- 
neſs of this attempt, we cannot allow them the praiſe of Invention. They 
have fairly brought us back, in this enlightened age, to the ſame point from 
which their Anceftors ſet out in the reign of 9. Elizabeth ; and all the 


labours of Hooker, and Stillingflect, and Headly," are flighted and er” 
D 2 | of 
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of the Civil, and require their Sovereign, in return for 


the allegiance they pay him, to bend the knee to their 
ſpiritual deciſions? The Doctrines and the Men, here 
intended, are called perhaps Proze/tant, not Popifſh. But 
in this caſe I make no diſtinction. Whether it be Pope 


or Council; Biſhops: or Preſbyters : whether it be the 


Pride of Philoſophy, or the Folly of Superſtition, or the 
Madneſs: of Enthuſiaſm: Whoever, or whatever, it: be, 
that rivals the authority of the Magiſtrate, may and muſt 
be reſtrained from doing public miſchief, Till then the 
objectors can ſhew, that no Contrariety of Opinion, no 
Malignity of Doctrine, no Contempt of human Autho- 
rity, will ever diſturb the peace of the Community, all 
they can do beſide will be inſignificaut and vain. 


Nor will the Church be ſatisfied: more eaſily ne the 
State, Subſcription to the Scriptures is abſolutely nothin 


Ix i is conſiſtent with every imaginable abſurdity. and —. 5 


chief: and it is not even free from the ſmalleſt of thoſe 
objections, which, with ſo much tragical deelamation, 
have been preſſed —_ k antribang on . ear . ho 
Public. 


Proteſtant „ ee e it "Ack can p/n no more. 


Whereas there is not a diflenting Congregation in the 
whole kingdom, which wilt be content with fo little: not 
one, that would employ an Inſtructor, whom They think 
e and n „ be he "ox —_ to ſup- 

f port 
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| port his opinions by expreſs pailages from Tloly Scripture. 
Vet even his demand, ſmall as it may ſeem, qn the prin · 
ciples of our Adverſaries, is 10 much. „The ee of 
Canonical Books, the Integrity of each, the Degree of 
Inſpiration, are points on which honeſt men may E 
differ. And, if they do, how ſhall they-alh ſubſcribe to 
the truth of the Scriptures? Not, moſt. certainly, in the 
ſame ſanſe, and in the ſame extent, with each other. 
What then becomes of the ſacred right of private judg- 
ment? How ſhall we eſeape the imputation af Jn/iucervty ?, 
Why ſhould we be tied down, eſpecially in matters of 
Criticiſm, by: the judgment of dark, and ignorant ages: 


Ia whatever Hght this fubjecX is viewed; zit wil eie 
Amn appear, that me Articles of Neligi on (I ſpeak of 
human Articles) muſt. be preferibed by — authority. F 
Indeed our Adverſaries themſelyes are willing 10 afford a 
* further proof of their abhorrente. of the Antichrj tian Power . 
and Spirit of Popery, which the, Legiſature Hall think” pro- 

Fer to require—The misfortune is, that, in making this 
conceſſion, they give up their pretended principles, and 
diſcover their true. They will allow, it ſeems, the Ma- 

giſtrate to exclude ſome forms of religion from his pro- 
tteection and favour: but hey muſt determine, wwhar forms 

_ +». are fit to be excluded; and they with to exclude none but 

Popery. Perhaps, if this were granted them, we might 

. end bod want M. Foe” Dockrines conſiderably i in- 
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creaſed. Bok 22 after all, the Tenets of the Church of 
Roms Arb "either all true,” nor all falſe t and the Magi- 
| ſtate mhotzid be well v ien, when he attempts to make 
a diſtinction- bltwetr? then!” If He Thilk ever' think ft to 
confult theſe modern Reformers, know net whether the! 8 
Trinitarian Doctrine, for inſtance, will be >ſtee 35 | 
them Catholic or Proteſtant. I ſaſpe&; theyiwill not be > Þ 
quite content, that the followers of - Arhariafius ſhould: rei | 
main miniſters of the Engliſm Church. I cat ſcac 
think, they will ehuſe to be joined with them in the care 
of the ſame congregations. - I am'! confident; they may | 
moſt of them be brought to endure the Reguiſition ff 
Subſcription. to this capital Article, God the Fatherf is 
the only true God.” —He; who can lay his hand on his 
heart, and ſolemnly deny the truth of this ſuggeſtion; 3 
he who is content to leave to others the ſame liberty 
Which! he claims for himſelf; 44 be allowed at leaſt to 
be a confilent oppoſer: 'Y and, however we may diſpute the 
Truth of his Opinions, we cannot reaſonably diſtruſt the 
Sincerity of his e or 5 OT the eee = 
his Senda. It. | 
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